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Welcome to the world of AZA!  As AIT’s there are some things you should know before becoming an Aleph!  Take extra note to everything in bold because it is more important for you to know that info, but if you can try to remember as much as you can.

First, you always hear older members use a bunch of terms.  Here are some of the most important:

BBYO- B’Nai Brith Youth Organization

AZA- Aleph Zadik Aleph

BBG- B’nai Brith Girls

JSP- Judge Saul Pinchick (our chapter’s namesake)

RMR- Rocky Mountain Region

GAG- Grand Aleph Godol (International Godol)

RAG- Regional Aleph Godol

AIT- Aleph in Training (you!)

Aleph- A member of AZA, after being inducted from being an AIT

There are the very basic terms of AZA that apply directly to you.  

The basis of AZA are the Seven Cardinal Principles and the Five Folds.  The Seven Cardinal Principles is how an Aleph should lead his life and the Five Folds is what a good program should be planned by.  The 7 Cardinal Principles are:

Conduct Charity, Filial Love, Fraternity, Patriotism, Purity, and Judaism.

	Patriotism
	Loyalty to my homeland, to its laws, to its principles, to its ethics. To die for it if need be, but primarily to live for it.

	Judaism
	Always to observe the tenets of my faith. To do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with the Lord my G-d.

	Filial Love
	Ever to honour and love my parents. To be considerate of my elders and respect age.

	Charity
	To give of myself and my substance to all worthy causes. To be kind and generous to all in need, regardless of race or creed.

	Conduct
	Never too bold, never too forward, ever humble, ever observing the principles of gentlemen.

	Purity
	To keep my soul pure, my mind active and my body healthy. 

	Fraternity
	A spirit of sociability, of cooperation, and of friendship toward all Alephs that shall make us one of fellowship; a love of and loyalty to AZA and its ideals. 


Easily remembered as the 2 C, 2 F, 2 P and J

The 5 folds are:

Athletics, Social, Community Service/Social Action, Educational and Judaism 

Many times these will be referred to as the 7 and 5.

The AZA handshake is an extremely important ritual.  It consists of a normal handshake, with the index finger extended and resting on the pulse of your brother Aleph.  This is symbolic of blood ties of Alephs everywhere.  The other 3 fingers embracing the hand stand for the model of the Order of AZA- Benevolence, brotherly love and harmony.  The thumb binding the hand stands for monotheism, the idea of one G-d. (If you need help understanding it, ask an Aleph to show you.) 

Next you have to understand how a chapter board works.  The positions (in order) are as follows:

Chapter Board:

Godol (President)

S’gan (Vice President)

Chaver (Jewish Chair)

Moreh (Educational Chair)

Gizbor (Treasurer)

Mazkir (Secretary)

The way AZA is broken down is pretty simple:

International, Region, Council, Chapter

An example would be the: The International Order of AZA, RMR, The Denver Council, Judge Saul Pinchick

The history of AZA is pretty old.  AZA is over 80 years old.  It is the oldest and largest Jewish youth organization in the world.  The date AZA began is May 3, 1924.  A group of 14 Jewish teens (in Omaha) wanted to join a high school fraternity and were rejected because they were Jewish.  They decided to start their own Jewish fraternity.  They met in Harry Lapidus’s basement on the 3rd of May and AZA came into existence.  They asked a local chemist, Nathan Mnookin to be the first advisor of AZA.  He accepted but later in the year he moved to Kansas City.  The boys asked a wealthy community member, Sam Beber to be the 2nd advisor of AZA.  His only condition was the 14 boys base their new organization on the 7 cardinal principles of how to live ones life that Beber came up with.  The boys accepted the 7 cardinal principles and Beber took the position of advisor for Mother Chapter #1.  Sam Beber had a dream of an International Jewish organization and that is why, Sam Beber is considered the founder of AZA because he took the organization from a small dream, into the basic structure of AZA we see today.    

To recap here are the important people you should remember:

Nathan Mnookin- First advisor of Mother Chapter #1

Sam Beber- Founder of AZA

Abe Baboir- First president of AZA

At the first International Convention, Charles Shane and William Horowitz were deadlocked for the position of Grand Aleph Godol (GAG).  Eventually, it was decided that because Shane was 20 and Horowitz was 17, Shane was to be the 1st GAG of AZA.  Horowitz was the first International S’gan.

Charles Shane- First GAG of AZA

William Horowitz- First International S’gan of AZA

Finally, 2 other people you should know are:

Phillip Klutznick- 2nd GAG of AZA

Henry Monsky- Got AZA adopted by B’nai Brith

The three GAG’s from RMR are Jeffrey Ackerman from 1985-86 and Brandon Rattner from 2005-06 and Jeremy Gelman 2006-2007

The first International chapter (outside the U.S.) was in Calgary, Alberta.

The BBYO Program in Israel is called Noar L’Noar.

A little tidbit of info is why AZA is called AZA.  When the 14 Jewish teens were turned away by the Greek fraternities, they decided to mock the Greek frat system by making their frat called Aleph Zadik Aleph (using Hebrew letters to make fun of the frat, Alpha Zeta Alpha that rejected them).  

Ami :  When you exit business or meetings and you want to come back in, you say Ami, which means, my people.  This is kind of the AZA password.  Also, put your hand over your heart when you say Ami.

Besides meaning, Aleph Zadik Aleph, AZA has a different meaning.  The first Aleph stands for Ahavah (brotherly love), the Zadik means Tzedakah, (benevolence), and the 2nd Aleph means Achdoot, or harmony.
Next, are the important regional people and dates and such you should be familiar with:

The Current Regional Board:

Godol- Kyle Nowak


S’gan- Jake Volin
Chaver- Shea Fallick
Moreh-  Noah adelstein


Gizbor- Joshua Kaplan
Mazkir- Sam Garelick
Kohen Godol- Adam Zall
The past 8 regional Godolim are:

Adam Zall

Ben Sanders

Josh Siegel

Sam Dragul

Ami-Tai Gross

Joshua Tillis

Jeremy Gelman

Brandon Rattner

Our region consists of all of Wyoming, Colorado and New Mexico. 

We as a chapter have some of the richest history in AZA!  Here are some bits and pieces of info that are important to that history:

We are the second oldest chapter in all of AZA.  The only chapter that is older Mother chapter #1, based in Omaha, Nebraska.

This terms chapter board:

Gabe Baskin- Godol

Bruce Margoshes- S’gan

Zach Silberman- Chaver

Gabe Melmed- Moreh

Dylan Lander- Gizbor

Eric Simon- Mazkir

Noah Adelstein - Kohen Godol

Past Godolim of AZA 6:

Gabe Baskin

Noah Adelstein 

Kyle Nowak

Nathan Goldtsein
Ben Sanders

Jonathan Katz

Ezra Sackett

Sam Kazer

Elliot Gerson

Elliot Reaven

Justin Goldstien

Craig Striet

Mike Miles

Mascots and such are a very important part of our chapter identity and history. They are:

Wally and Theodore the beavers (we only know where one is), the Dandelion King, and Buffer the Frog are all mascots.

Phred the Chicken and Whitey are Honorary Members

Also, Judge Saul Pinchick was a philanthropist and former advisor of our chapter.  When he died, we took his name as the namesake for our chapter.

Steve Zeiden was 6’s chapter advisor a few years ago.  He is also our honorary Moreh.

Animal House is our chapter movie.

Our Sweetheart (honorary BBG member) this year is Michaela Negrean. 
SPIRIT

Many times you have no idea what everyone is yelling during spirit.  Here are the words to all of AZA’s songs.  If you are only learning one, learn Up, You Men but try to learn all the others!

Up you men is a MUST know!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
                       UP            The Official 


Up, You Men
Up, you men
And sing to AZA
Time will pass
And we'll be on our way
As the years go by
There will be
Happiest of memories

Ra Ra RA

Stand and then
We'll sing the song again
All you loyal men
Sing the praises of our order
Sing up, you men of AZA
Up, you men of AZA
Not Your Mothers AZA


Brothers we'll be
as we share our cares each day
Happy and Free
Tho the years pass on their way
Starting anew
Face to face with destiny
Hearts beating true for the friends and loves to be
SOOOOOOO Up, you men
And sing to AZA
Time will pass
And we'll be on our way
As the years go by
There will be
Happiest of memories

Stand and then
We'll sing the song again
All you loyal men
Sing the praises of our order
Sing up, you men of AZA
Up, you men of AZA

Not Your Mother’s AZA

For Tomorrow and Today
Foffsdfmorro For Tomorrow and Today w and today
We believe in the AZA
And with our voices loud
We say we're proud of the AZA

We all know that Jewish life
Had its share of trouble and strife
So we'll never cease
To work for peace in the AZA

Brotherly love and Charity
We cherish and promote
Harmony and Democracy
To these our lives we devote

B'nai B'rith we'll never stray

Jewish youth is on its way

And it all began
With the Beber plan for the AZA
Stand Together

We're Brothers in the Order called the AZA
So listen everybody to what we say
The Aleph Zadik Aleph is going strong today, so
STAND TOGETHER
In Omaha, Nebraska, it all began,
15 Jewish boys with a master plan
They asked Sam Beber to lend a hand so,
STAND TOGETHER
STAND TOGETHER
(Chorus)
Men of AZA that's who we are,
The Seven Cardinal Principles brought us far
Come join together in our song
The Aleph Zadik Aleph will always be strong!!!
So take a look around and look inside
We know our destiny can't be denied
Forever with our Brothers side by side, we'll
STAND TOGETHER
STAND TOGETHER
(Chorus)
Come and Join us in Our song

Come and join us in our song,
with voices loud and strong.
We're proud to fight for
blue and white,
the colors of our throng.
AZA's our name.
Five Fold and Full our aim.
Fraternal love will stand above
and bring our Order fame.
We're mighty men with spirit and fight
and AZA's our name.
We utilize the Five Fold Plan
to gain our Order fame, brave boys,
To gain our Order fame. SOO (chorus)
So listen to our story men
and heed the word's we say.
We're an order on the ball and yes,
the best in every way, brave boys,
The best in every way. SOOO (chorus)
We have religious activities
and noted speakers too.
Helping our community,
a goal which we pursue, brave boys
A goal which we pursue. SOOOO (chorus)
Our inter-chapter tournaments
have taught us how to play.
With friendliness and sportsmanship
and always a fair way, brave boys,
And always a fair way. SOOOOO (chorus)
And so we'll always realize,
no matter where we roam.
We've learned the ways of AZA
which we have clearly shown, brave boys,
Which we have clearly shown. SOOOOOO (chorus)
We end our song with this to say
to every teenage jew:
Climb aboard, climb aboard,
on the ship of AZA.
united as one crew, brave boys,
United as one crew. SOOOOOOOOOOOO....(chorus)

As intimidating as this looks, it really isn’t.  If you listen to spirit enough times and look at the words every so often, you will learn all of these songs in no time!
The Clean Version

We are the jolly good men of 6ers AZA,

We love our milk and cookies and all the girls we talk to,

We help old ladies cross the street, we never ever lie,

We are the jolly good men 6ers do or don’t

6ers once, 6ers twice, Judge Saul was nice

Gosh darn, son of a gun ra ra fun again no!

But we prefer no to!

*You DON’T have to know all this to be in AZA.  All you have to do is make strong bonds with your brother alephs.  That is the true experience of AZA.  Learning spirit enhances the AZA experience, and you should, and will, all get to know these songs.  For any questions, call Moreh Gabe Melmed 720-252-2049 or Gabe Baskin Godol 720-951-4221
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This is the AZA menorah.  You can’t read the words on it, but at the base of the menorah is the word fraternity.  Surrounding the Magen David and the Hebrew letters that spell AZA are the 6 other cardinal principles (excluding fraternity obviously).
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